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Father Fighting Cancer Help Raise $1 Million this Christmas!
The Nanaimo & District
Hospital Foundation is
raising $1 million to fight
colon cancer.

Seven surgeries. That is how many Rob
Burridge has had to endure since his cancer
diagnosis in June 2016. Not deemed a high
risk patient, Rob had to wait for over a year
to get a colonoscopy at NRGH.
During his colonoscopy, cancer was found
in his rectum and a CT scan shortly thereafter found lesions in his liver; lesions that
were not there when he had the first CT
scan in spring 2015.
Rob has undergone a number of treatments
since 2016 including:
•
•
•
•

28 rounds (so far) of IV chemotherapy
25 rounds of oral chemotherapy with 5
weeks of radiation treatment in Victoria
7 doses of an experimental drug
Plus a wide range of alternative supplements and off label medications

As many have experienced, such a serious
diagnosis impacts more than just the individual patient. Rob’s cancer also affects his
family. Rob’s cancer diagnosis has changed
their lives in so many ways and the future
remains uncertain.
Despite this, Rob is determined to create
something positive from this ordeal. This includes sharing his story to help people understand the importance of colonoscopies
and the need for increased access to them.
Read his full story on our website at:
nanaimohospitalfoundation.com

Why do we urgently need to
raise $1 million? There are over
3,500 patients waiting up to a
year for a colonoscopy or other
endoscopic procedure at Nanaimo Regional General Hospital
(NRGH). Colonoscopies are
used to diagnose serious illnesses including colon cancer.
The only way to reduce wait
times for this vital procedure is
by building a new surgical suite
and we can only accomplish this
with the community’s support.
Reducing wait times is crucial for
so many reasons:
• Colon cancer is the second
most commonly diagnosed cancer in Canada
• Colon cancer is the second
leading cause of cancer death
• Statistically, 30 – 40 patients
on the wait list have undiagnosed colon cancer
• Colonoscopies can remove precancerous polyps before they turn into colon cancer
• When found early, colon cancer is highly treatable
Help us raise $1 million this Christmas! The total cost to build the new surgical suite at
NRGH is $1.5 million and we have already raised one third - $500,000! The remaining funds
must be raised to make this surgical suite a reality. Help ensure our loved ones can get the
diagnosis and treatment they need sooner and closer to home.
During December, the closer we are to our goal, the more Christmas lights on the trees at
NRGH’s entrance will be lit up.

Help us Light the Trees by making a donation today. Thank you!

Thank you to The Wenner Group for generously donating the Christmas lights and to our
media sponsors The Jim Pattison Broadcast Group and the Nanaimo News Bulletin.

N A N A I M O & D I S T R I C T H O S P I TA L F O U N D AT I O N

WINTER 2019

Faces of Philanthropy

Teddy Bears Galore!

We are grateful to the many generous donors who support healthcare in our communities.
Here are just a few who have recently supported our vital projects.

Thank you to all who have donated Teddy
Bears for children receiving medical care
at Nanaimo Regional General Hospital!

TB Vets - $21,868 for new equipment that helps
patients suffering from respiratory conditions.

CIBC - $10,000 for the new surgical suite for
the Endoscopy Department at NRGH.

Newman’s Own Foundation - $10,000 USD
for the new surgical suite at NRGH.

Rotary Club, Qualicum Beach Sunrise - $5,500
for respiratory care at Oceanside Health Centre.

Hospital Foundation Welcomes New Board Chair
The Nanaimo & District Hospital Foundation Board of Directors recently welcomed
new Board Chair, Moira Jenkins. Moira replaces previous Board Chair, Greg Scott.
During his tenure, Greg provided exemplary leadership and vision for the Nanaimo &
District Hospital Foundation Board. He has
been on the Board since 2008 and has served in a number of positions and on numerous committees to help the Hospital Foundation fulfil its mission. We look forward to his valued contributions as Past Chair.

Lifeline
Thousands of people are living independently at home due to the support offered by Lifeline. Lifeline is an easy-to-use
personal response service that lets you
summon help any time of the day or night
– even if you can’t speak. Visit nanaimolifeline.ca for information.

Code Brew
Enjoy the wide variety of beverages and
snacks at Code Brew located at NRGH. Follow on-line at www.facebook.com/codebrew.nrgh for the monthly 2 for 1 specials!

Moira has been on the Hospital Foundation Board for four years and has served in a number of capacities, most recently as Vice Chair. We thank her for her service to date and look
forward to her strategic leadership as we launch the biggest fundraising campaign in our
Hospital Foundation’s history in 2020.

Contact the Foundation

Connect with the Foundation Online

1200 Dufferin Crescent
Nanaimo, BC V9S 2B7
250-755-7690 / From Oceanside 250-947-8212
info@nanaimohospitalfoundation.com

facebook.com/nanaimohospital
instagram.com/nanaimohospitalfoundation
twitter.com/nanaimohospital
youtube.com/nanaimohospital
nanaimohospitalfoundation.com

